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Types of Authorizations
 When do I require an authorization?

 Authorization is required for most water control works.

 Maintenance of existing infrastructure such as brush removal or mowing do not 
require authorization.

 A general rule of thumb: If you are moving dirt, authorization is required

 There are two forms of authorizations under The Water Rights Act, licences and 
registration certificates.

Authorization 
Not required

Authorization REQUIRED



Licensing Process - $500

If a project does not meet the criteria 
of a registrable project or 
requirements of one of the seven 
classes.

 Focus is on higher risk projects
 Drainage of Class 3 wetlands
 Shorter wait times as lower risk 

projects are fast-tracked
 Strive to issue licences within a six 

week timeframe.
 The department strives to issue 

licence approval within 6 weeks of 
receipt of a completed application 
submission.

Registration Process  - $100

A project can be registered if it meets the 
criteria and associated requirements for the 
seven classes of works:

A. Minor surface drain construction
B. Agricultural sub-surface (tile) drain 

construction 
C. Water control works for new crossings
D. Minor culvert changes
E. Wetland enhancement and restoration
F. Small dam construction
G. Small dry dam construction

 Focus on lower risk projects
 Approval in 14 calendar days or less

Registration vs. Licensing



Exemptions

The following projects do not require 
authorization under The Water Rights Act:
 Culvert replacements with no change in 

culvert size or invert elevation

 Drainage and water retention projects that 
require a licence under The Environment Act

 Water control works in urban areas where the 
proposed works do not:

drain Class 3, 4, or 5 wetlands or

 outlet directly to outlying rural areas



Costs of licensing a project – Why $500!

There are many steps for a water control works 
licence to be issued, these include:

 Initial screening by Registrar

 preliminary assessment of the application by 
the designated Water Resource officer

 In-depth application review

 Project site visit

 Exhibit mapping

 Senior Water Resource Officer signoff

 Licence issuance

 Compliance check



Landowner Approvals

Registration Process

Written approval is required from:

 the landowner immediately downstream of the project, OR if 
written approval cannot be obtained, a written exemption from 
an officer confirming the applicant is not required to obtain other 
landowner approval.

Licence Process

Written Approval is required from:

 signoff from those landowners that are deemed to be significantly 
affected.  When the application is submitted, the officer will 
assess the site and the list of landowners that have signed off on 
the project.  The officer may deem it necessary for additional sign 
off if there are other significantly affected landowners.



Class E: Water Control Works involved in 
Wetland Restoration or Enhancement
 Construction of water control works to restore a wetland that 

had previously been drained or increase the area of an 
existing wetland

 Constructed Works cannot be higher than natural prairie 
level and must retain less than 25 acre-feet of water.

 Proposed projects must include:

 a pre-construction topographical survey of the proposed water 
control works that also shows the maximum flooding associated 
with the water control works;

 A flood easement or other agreement if the water control works 
will flood land owned by other persons at full supply level

 written approval from any owner of land immediately 
downstream of the project whose land would see a reduction in 
water flow due to the project, unless the applicant has obtained 
a written exemption from a water resource officer.



Class F: Small Dams – Registerable 
Projects

A small dam is registerable if:

 It is less than 2.5m in height

 The structure retains less than 25 acre-feet of water

In order to be registered, the application must include:

 A pre-construction topographical survey of the dam site
 Must include a pre-construction survey of the site that shows the maximum 

flooded area
 A design plan approved by a professional engineer or other certified agent, 

that:
 Demonstrates the dam will accommodate a 1:100 year flood event, and
 Shows the maximum flooded area

 Any associated landowner approvals including
 Those who may be flooded by the project
 Those immediately downstream who may see a reduction in water flow as a 

result of the dam

 A decommissioning plan



Small Dams – Licensable Projects
Small Dams must be licensed if:

 It is greater than, or equal to 2.5 m in height

 The structure retains between 25 and 40.5 acre-feet of water

In order to be licensed, the application must include:

 A pre-construction topographical survey of the dam site

 A location plan indicating dam site and drainage area

 Design plan approved and stamped by a professional engineer, 
that:

 Demonstrates the dam will accommodate a 1:100 year 
flood event, and

 Shows the maximum flooded area anticipated by the 
structure.

 Any associated landowner approvals including

 Those who may be flooded by the project

 Those immediately downstream who may see a reduction 
in water flow as a result of the dam

 A decommissioning plan



Class G: Small Dry Dams – Registerable Projects
A small dam is registerable if:

 It is less than 1 m in height AND retains less than 25 acre-feet of water on
a temporary basis AND have an outlet that allows for a continuous flow of 
water.

In order to be registered, the application must include:

 A pre-construction topographical survey of the dam site that shows the 
maximum flooding associated with the dam

 If the dam will flood land owned by other persons at full supply level, a 
flood easement or other agreement from those owners consenting to the 
flooding

 Any associated landowner approvals including

 Those who may be flooded by the project

 Those immediately downstream who may see a reduction in water flow as 
a result of the dam

 A decommissioning plan



Small Dry Dams – Licensable Projects
Small Dry Dams must be licensed if:

 It is greater than, or equal to 1m in height AND retains between 25 and 40.5 acre-feet of 
water on a temporary basis AND has an outlet that allows for a continuous flow of water.

In order to be licensed, the application must include:

 A pre-construction topographical survey of the dam site

 A cross-sectional view of the control structure

 A location plan indicating dam site and drainage area
 design plan approved and stamped by a professional engineer, that:

 Demonstrates the dam will accommodate a 1:100 year flood event, and

 Shows the maximum flooded area anticipated by the structure.

 The design flood frequency (hydrograph) and hydrology data

 Any associated landowner approvals including
 Those who may be flooded by the project

 Those immediately downstream who may see a reduction in water flow as a result of the 
dam

 A decommissioning plan



How to apply for projects
 Applications submitted though Water 

Licencing Portal (www.gov.mb.ca/drainage)

http://www.gov.mb.ca/drainage
https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/water/water-rights/drainage-and-water-control/


Licencing Portal Overview

 Information for the portal 
is available at 
www.gov.mb.ca/drainage

 Video demonstrations on 
how to create an account 
and apply for licences are 
available on the website.

http://www.gov.mb.ca/drainage


Drainage Contacts

 https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/water/water_rights/officer_aof_contact.pdf

https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/water/water_rights/officer_aof_contact.pdf


Timelines for receiving your 
authorization

 A certificate for registrable works 
will be issued within 14 days of a 
successful application submission.

 Licensed projects are generally 
considered to be higher risk than 
registrable works.

 Timelines vary depending on 
complexity of the project and the 
amount of a review required. 

 Licences are processed in the order 
they are applied for so get your 
projects in as early as possible!

 We strive for a 6 week turn around 
time for COMPLETE applications.



Drainage Enforcement and Watershed 
Districts

 WD’s are encouraged to notify the department if they are observing water 
control works on the landscape that may not be authorized.

 Drainage enforcement is primarily complaint-based so if a complaint isn’t 
made to an officer they might not be aware unauthorized work is occurring.

 Complaints can be submitted through the water licencing portal.

 If you are unable to submit a complaint using the online Water Licensing 
Portal, please contact your local Water Resource Officer or 
email drainage@gov.mb.ca for alternate formats.

 Whichever format you choose a complaint form must be submitted to the 
department so that an officer can investigate the issue.

https://web22.gov.mb.ca/Sso/Account/LogOn
mailto:drainage@gov.mb.ca


Complaint Process



Compliance

 Branch will often take steps to work achieve 
voluntary compliance.  

 Can often be very effective without the use of 
enforcement tools.



Wetland Classification for Drainage
 What if a landowner asks you to re-assess a wetland after our department has 

already undertaken an assessment?

 Please refer the landowner back to our department process.

 Water Resource Officers (WRO) will undertake the wetland classification.

 If the proponent wishes to dispute the classification a Senior Water Resource 
Officer will review the WRO's classification.

 If after SWRO review the proponent is not satisfied they are able to engage 
the services of a third-party consultant to conduct a wetland classification on 
their behalf.



Water Use Licensing Section

 is responsible for issuing authorizations (e.g., 
permits, licences, etc.) under The Water Rights Act 
for the diversion of water for consumptive use 
purposes; and the construction, establishment, 
operation or maintenance of works for 
consumptive use purposes.



Exceptions

 There are exceptions to the prohibition on use 
and diversion of water. (s. 3(2))  

 For instance, people who are using (not 
diverting) water for domestic purposes, where 
a person has lawful access to the water, and 
the use is less than 25,000 litres per day. 
(s. 3(2)(b))

 One other exception the Act makes is for a 
person (includes a corporation) who has a 
right under a provincial Act or a federal Act. 
(s. 3(2)(a))



Manitoba:  A Prior Appropriation Province 
(Western Water Law)

 Water is a provincial Crown resource

 All use, except domestic, requires a licence (or 
authorization).

 The water must be put to beneficial  use -
without waste.

• First in time - First in right



Precedence of Licences

 FITFIR – First in time, First in Right

Section 8(1) of The Water Rights Act reads:
Precedence of Licenses

8(1) – Licences have precedence in relation to one 
another according to the date of the submission 
of application for each licence.



Priority Schedule

The order of priority of the purpose for which 
water may be used or diverted, in accordance 
with the Act is as follows:

1) Domestic Purpose (< 25,000 L/day)
2) Municipal Purposes
3) Agricultural Purposes (> 25,000 L/day)
4) Industrial Purposes
5) Irrigation Purposes (> 25,000 L/day)
6) Other Purposes



Licensing Process Outline

1) Project Proposal

2) Licence Application

3) Preliminary Investigation

4) Preliminary Works

5) Comprehensive Licence Investigations

6) Licence Creation & Issuance

7) Compliance, Monitoring & Enforcement



For further information

 Contact your local water resource officer

https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/water/water
_rights/officer_aof_contact.pdf

 Contact the Drainage and Water Rights Licensing 
Branch
Telephone at 204-945-3983

Email at drainage@gov.mb.ca
Email at wateruse@gov.mb.ca

https://www.gov.mb.ca/sd/pubs/water/water_rights/officer_aof_contact.pdf
mailto:drainage@gov.mb.ca
mailto:wateruse@gov.mb.ca


Questions?
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